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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


Your editor is not a bit pleased by the buck-passing in 
regards the Pullmans-for-Soldiers question. There seems to 
be a general passing of the blame even to Railway Age setting 
up of an unidentified group of "planners of National Socialis 
Let us face the fact that there are not enough Pullmans to 
handle ali the troops which the Army is bringing into U.S. po 
The situation is "SNAFU", but we're betting that the present 
Pulman curtailment, or any further curtailment, will not stop 
the gripes. We deplore the "general" curtailment feeling th 
4t should have been on the basis of whether the service could 
be spared. The Eureka run should not have been cut in view 
of the lack of day service. 


BREMEN THE HHEHHBEHER IEE HRHEHHHHHEHHHEL FEAT TEESE IES: FEE THE 
The Bay Area railfans have been fortunate in that though 
many have entered the armed forces the number of gold stars 

in our service flag has been kept to a minimum. To that list 
we add the name of Major William C. Carr of Sebastopol who way 
killed in the collapse of the Ludendorff railway bridge at 

Remagen, Germany, on March 17th. Major Carr was in charge of 
steel work on the bridge when it collapsed. He was an ardent 
railfan and a long-time subscriber to The Western Railroader, 
LIHHHRHHEEHHHEHEHHHHEIHEBHMEHHEEETIEE IEEE EH STE RA 


Warren E. Miller,"Birney", has dropped us a line about 
passenger train at the Crane, Indiana, Naval Ammunition De pot 
consisting of a diesel-electric switcher, an old wooden 
observation and an el car from New York. The "Crane City 
Limited" runs from Crane to the base. 


The rail-car pictured in our May issue has come in for 
some criticism by William S. Young of New Jersey. He states 
that the record of these cars on the Susquehanna in New Jersey 
and on the Rio Grande Western on the "Prospecter" runs shows 
that they would not be successful on the grades found on the 
Yosemite Valley. 
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Mail for "The Western Railroader" or the Northern Calif- 
ornia Railroad Ciub should henseforth be addressed to: 


P.O. BOX 668, SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 


Mail to the old addresses will reach us, but will be 
subject to delay. Please use the new address. 
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THE WESTERN RAILROADER 


For the Western Railfan 


The Western Railfan’s Magazine 


Issued to keep fans informed of the latest in railroad news 
and comment. Also feature articles on historic western rail 
roads and “Favorite Rail-Photos” printed to please you. Sub 
scriptions for yourself and your buddies in the service at 
invited. 50c for ten issues, twenty for a dollar. 
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My Favorite Rail-Photo 


from the collection of DICK JENEVEIN 


This photo was taken by the once-in-a-lifetime happening 
of being at the right place at the right time. It was the 
last day of regular service on the Sacramento Northern Railway, 
June 30, 1941, and I was taking pictures all over the line. 

I came back to 40th & Shafter to get a picture of the last 
Number Twelve and when it pulled in from San Francbco with 
the 1015 on the head end, the light was fine and everything 
Was right. However, for some reason I do not know, the 1015 
uncoupled and switched over to the westbound track and 
> 1016 brought in and coupled on. And there it was -- 

of the ?inest interurban cars in the country sitting 

a portrait side by sice. I took it, of course, and 

certainly gratified by the results. Composition and 

other factors seemed to meet at one time and the picture 
turned out woncerfully. And now, with the SNRy abandoned 
so far as passenger service is concerned, this picture 
really tells a story of a byfone day, and I think it tells it 
Well. There is something about the Sacramento "Short Line" 
that touches the heart of every railfan and I believe this 
picture brings something of trat spirit back. 


Tractionally yours, 


Diek (ames 
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HERE AND THERE - - 








No more will Yosemite Valley Railway trains ramble through 
the morning dew on their picturesque 77.7 mile route from Merc 
to El Portal. Shown above is locomotive #28 with train #2 nea 
the first crossing of the Merced River. 


--Edendale, March 5, 194 


Modesto & Empire Traction Co. #7 has been equipped with the 
Earl Adhesion Increaser, a magnetic devise to increase tractive 


effort and braking power. Notice the two generators. Magnets 
are located just above the rail and nesr each driver. 


---hodesto, June 16, 1945 
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Central California Traction's new #24. Built in 1927, this 
locomotive formerly was in service on the Red River Lumber Co., 
Westwood-Chester line. See page 7, of this issué for more dete. 

---Stockton, July 7, 1945 
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Tidewater Southern #152 blossomed ovt with a new paint job 
in June. The 132 has been in TS service since 1940. Originally 
#32 of the Sierra Railroad, built in 1925, it was used nostly on 
the Sierra's Angels branch. ---lodesto, June 23, 1945 
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RAILROAD NEWS REPORTS 


SANTA FE has just placed a new steam tug into service 
on San Francisco Bay. It is an all-metal, 150 foot, 
1200 hep. Boet named for retired Santa Fe president, 
Edward J. Engel. <== Jack Hammond 


A new route between the West Coast and St Louis is in 
prospect with the entrance of the Santa Fe into St Louis over 
the tracks of the Wabash and Burlington. 


YOSEMITE VALLEY TO RUN LAST TRAIN IN AUGUST 
August 18th is the last day freight will be received by ¢ 
Yosemite Valley Railway according to an embargo issued by the } 
Several scheduled trips will be run after this date, but it is 
doubtful if YV trains will be operating in September. 

Since the start of abandonment proceedings almost a year 
the whole business bas had the appearance of a put up job. Thi 
seems to show up even more now, for in recent weeks business on 
line has increased considerably ; yet the owners are bent on a 
ment “at any price." Traffic bas become so heavy that the crer 
been working a six day week, instead of the former three day ¥ 
(E1 Portal roundtrip Monday, Wednesday and Friday; switchi 
and the cement plant the other three days.) One of the nations 
— est mail order houses bas laid plans for extensive develo 

he jasper deposits, and construction of a big et a pla 
ca start immediately if the YV were to continue operation 
gine processing plant bas also been planned for Merced Falls, 
pendent upon the railroad operating. 

* Bven the city of Merced wants the YV out of the way as qui 
as possible. The City Council has passed a resolution calling 
the immediate removal of YV tracks and structures when abando 
takes place. 

So, amidst plenty one of the finest little railroads int 
country meets an untimely death! (Maybe it should be called 
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FREE a CATALOG’ ~~ 
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MAPS - BOUGHT AND SOLD 
NORTHERN PAC ar 4 CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND. A Vis- | OAKLAND (CALIF.) STREET GUIDF. 
{at3, 1688 The two USGiibe | Pabrikoid bibding. 8148 | hale, sctviges and distances of transports 
187 ° Pabrikoi indian ~s - SL nals, s¢ nm 
“ conte e _— pis? in 1926—many now abandoned. Large 
PIONEERS A Snecranrsy Story of SOUTHERN oe ga ome | Folding Map. Good Condition 
the fight ei n {Francisco its Ist | pictorial brochure t | 
& San; Cour nties of California 963 Pes 1914 ‘S08 AN FRAN TSCO - OAKLAND BAY 
y y . (Now me BRD GE. 62-page booklet giving com- 
of stockholders. Panama | THE ROAD OF A 1000 WONDERS = plete at Bs. description. Tus, $.50 
By D. H. Walker is Coast Line-Shasta Route of the SP 
al BO Bee a Pie Par: BOSTON & WORCESTER RAIL-ROAD 
CORP. A beautiful! engraved pictorial 
negeles In Three Cen- | tromely beautiful biochure— — iNustra- st ko rte co -emetiiont fer fraases 
illustrated history | tions in color—issued by SP Riv ane. ie 35 60 
Angels with much of | 1907. 72 Pes $2.50 
ratl nis torian. 208 Pg: 
50 | ROCKY | MOUNTAIN VIEWS On tbe | RAILROAD MAP OF CALIFORNIA—8. 
KANSAS PILOT —c) Di Road | of the World. 2 Guadri-Colored ‘Bne | iyCC, 1218 Colored map showing ll 
m Giving a Direct oft ‘or! 4 aadri-Colore the 
lor Everybody. Kansas—Her | kraved Views from Photographs. Mounted | {ime = "Al Mnes in the state at tte 
Re sours “ wi Dev clon ments. Data on | in oblong brochure. 1914 $2.50 SOS Big PRR AT LEE IES 
Cou Towns. Railroads, Stage | RAILROAD MAP OF NEVADA—S. P. o 
Ce. s etc Hy Pes 187) $3.00 gg ay? ELEC. RLY. _iPermacty 1915. Same as above on Nevada. ...51.00 
Bridge Elec es —now abandoned.) 
CENTARY FHOTOGRAPHY. For | Commute book for $1.00 | STEAM RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION 
Chub an a Ise. A simplified Tent- arc ogra 
book Tut th Pes. N 19 SACRAMENTO NORTHERN aLY. Sys- — aul maps as well as 80 i, of 
sis tem Timetable & Condensed Time 58s Exeellent text. New copies $1. 
ae 3 A | al FRANCISCO Showing | Dies. 1938. The two items 
* ectear Lines, etc. | ita E 
Cumin aa y ry "Omcial Data. Re. | ERIE B.R. Condensed smceatat Profiles | ge anny 7 ser 
ised 10 1904, Blueline, «20 x25°.) $1.89 | 2! Divisions. Of, Chief Eng. 1919 ath fect well illustrated ‘with, charts, dio 
UTHERN vac PRESENTS—THE grams and — 66 pages an 
DAYLIGHT fully ius trated | CONNBCTECUT Bins, “Ist 20 Yrs GEG. ncnccocse a Reco nS 
colorful broch en thew now fa Rid Conr By Withington ‘Out, | 
Streamlined T ~ 16 Pex. Oblong m4 Sta ndix ng work containing four illus. and | RAILROAD ENGINEERING. Comprehen- 
NT map of Conn. showing railroad routes nd By of trackwork. switches 
CENTRAL Pac A... Freight Expense | and dates of opening. New Copies. 32 . economics. etc 368 diagrams and 
Bil). 1875. Nice framing piece $50 Pas “$1.00 charts. 287 pages. 3-part --$3.00 


a - GRAHAME B.HARDY mre es 
S36 ISIN ST. OAKLAND 12, CALIF, rach Sl 
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RAILROAD NEWS REPORTS 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC DISCONTINUES "SHORT HAUL" PULLMANS 

Orders of the Office of Defense Transportation 
have caused discontinuance of Pullman car service 
between Oakland and Reno, Portland and Coos Bay, 
Oakland and Dunsmuir, Fresno and Los Angeles, Port- 
land and Ashland, Sacramento and Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles and Phoenix, and between San Rafael and 
Bureka (NeWeP.). The NeWeP. night train now carries two 
coaches instead of the usual one coach and one Bullman, 


MINARETS & WESTERN REVIVAL SEEN IN KAISER STEEL PLANS 

Revival of the Minarets and Western Railroad to tap iron 
ore deposits in the Minarets area on the eastern slopes of 
the Sierras is suggested in the reports that Henry J. Kaiser 
tight use the Minarets deposits to supply his Western steel 
plantse The Minarets & Western was originally built by the 
Sugar Pine Lumber Company to reach timber and was discontinued 
at a time when there was no market for the ore on the West 
coast. The right of way is still intact, and relaying of the 
line would be relatively simple. --- Snook 





WESTERN PACIFIC ORDERS DIESEL SWITCHERS 

The Western Pacific Railroad has placed an 
order for five 1000-H.P. diesel-electric switch 
engines with the Baldwin Locomotive Works. 

The locomotives will cost approximately 
$400,000 and delivery is expected in August and 
September. 


MILL FIRE AT PICKERING 

A $500,000 fire destroyed the mill of the Pickering Lumber 
Company at Standard City recently. Timber will be dry-deckea 
until rebuilding of the mill; consequently the Pickering's 70 
mile railroad will continue operations. On August 4th, 150 feet 
of the trestle across the Stanislaus River was destroyed by fire. 





CALIFORNIA WESTERN DOUBLES SUMMER SCHEDULES 

Two day-time schedules are now being run by the California 
Western between Willits and Fort Bragge M-200 leaves Willits 
at 7:00 A.M. asp train #4, M-100 arrives at Willits at noon ag 
train #1, M-100 leaves Willits at 2:05 P.M. as train #2, M-200 
arrives at Willits at 7:00 P.M. as train #3. Motor M-80 is 
usually idle due to its age and small size. -- T. Eriksen 


STOCKTON ITEMS: Tonopah and Tidewater #10, 2-80, was seen 
at Stockton enroute to Sacramento. UsSe Army 6956, 0-6-0, is 
in a junk yard in Stocktone -- Whittaker 


CENTRAL CALIFORNIA TRACTION BUYS RED RIVER MOTORS 

The Central California Traction Company has purchased 
both 203 and 204 of the Red River Lumber Company which were 
stored at Stockton last winter. They have been renumbered 
23 and 24 and lettered "C.C.eT.". The addition of these 
steel freight motors to the roster seems to indicate that 
electric operation will continue for some time to come. 

--- Whittaker, Carpenter 


TIBURON NOTE: The two locomotives involved in the train 
derailment in Tiburon Yards July 20th were NeWeP. 229, 0-6-0 
and S.P. 2535, 288-0. Both engines were damaged when the Sf 
road engine ran into the switcher which was backing out of a 
siding. -- G.D. Graham 
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LOCAL TRANSIT SITUATION 
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TEN MORE P.C.C.'S FOR SAN FRANCISCO 
Purchase of ten new streamlined street cars of the 
game type as those now in service has been approved 
‘by Utilities Manager E. Ge Cahill for the Municipal 
Railway of San Francisco. The cars are expected 
to be delivered in about nine months. They will cogt 
$27,000 eache 
Contracts have been let for the laying of new rail on 
Mission Street between Eighth and Fifteenth Streets. 
The cable lines have been giving the Municipal management 
a great deal of trouble. A raise in pay schedule for gripmen 
to equal bus operators pay is now before the Civil Service 
Commission. It wes planned at one time to put on busses on 
Sundeys to give crews a day off, but reports are that the test 
bus loaded with sandbags failed on the Powell street hill. 
The stage is being set for a knock-down, drag-out union 
fight on the city transit lines with the former Muni local 
of the AFL now independant trying to join the CIO to block 
seniority for the former Market men who are still AFL. 


The strike threat of Municipal carmen has cause Cahill 
to divert some of the Muni steel cars to lines ordinarily 
using Market equipment so that the AFL men would be experienced 
in case the walkout actually takes place. On July 28th 21 
cars were on the numbered lines. 


Car 895 has been equipped with the trucks from car 980 
which was scrapped following a fire at Second and Market. It 
was renumbered 980 to fill in the 900's dispite the difference 
in body construction. Market Street cars 923 to 929 are in 
service on the Muni H line instead of the 100's originally 
to replace steel cars for M line service. --- Val Yolding 


Municipal Railway car 166 has been painted in red and whit 
for the Red Cross blood donations. -- Whittaker 


LOCAL TRANSIT SITUATION AF 


KEY NOTES: The damage@ portions of Key units 145 and 159 
have been joined as a new number 159. Bridge Rail- 
way MW-Ol1, the gas-electric service car converted 
from NeWeFe 900, has been repainted grey and black 
and lettered Key System Service Car Ole NeY. el 
cars 903 and 849 have been stripped of electrical 

equipment and loaded on flats for Hunter's Point. Key System 

900 series street cars are hating their couplers removed and 

life guards installed. -=-- Ed Wrrer 
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